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ABSTRACT

MASTER PLAN

INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

Williamsburg, Kentucky, is the county seat for Whitley County which is located in the southeastern
COUNTY SCALE ANALYSIS
Appalachian region of Kentucky. Although a small rural campus town, Williamsburg lacked
An analysis of the county show that it benefits from its major tourist and recreational hot spots.
connections between the downtown and the University of the Cumberlands, a central area of town
These locations include the Daniel Boone National Forest, Cumberland Falls State Park, Laurel River
with a high potential for economic activity. The surrounding areas in the county include popular
Lake, and Sanders’ Cafe. In addition, the county also has the advantage of Interstate 75 and US 25
tourist destinations such as the original Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC) cafe and the Lake Cumberland
passing of
directly
through the county and Williamsburg. While tourism and the highways are huge
Analysis
Williamsburg
State Resort Park. Therefore, the focus of “Bridgin’ The Burg” was to facilitate economic
assets to the county, they can also impact Williamsburg in negative ways. For Williamsburg, this
development opportunities by enhancing downtown Williamsburg and the connections to the
means that the potential for economic benefit is being drawn to other parts of the county.
Cumberland River riverfront. The proposed design interlinks the two areas to improve connections
and walkability in downtown Williamsburg, and ultimately promotes a healthier lifestyle through
CITY SCALE ANALYSIS
increased physical activity. The design processes included inventory and analysis, community
Williamsburg is disconnected by
engagement, and case studies focused on strategies such as streetscape enhancements, and
physical structures such as I-75,
riverfront development and restoration.
Lexington, Corbin
US-25, the active railroad, and the
for Shopping
Nearby State Parks for
& Dinning
recreational activities
“Bridgin’ The Burg” emphasized connecting two essential elements that could improve economic
Cumberland River. As a result, the
activity in central Williamsburg: a walkable downtown and connections to the Cumberland River
downtown and residential areas
trails. Objectives of the proposal focused on strategies that would positively impact the presence
can feel isolated from one another.
of people in the downtown. Information gathered during the community workshop and on-line
People tend to travel out of the
surveys identified key connection points throughout the town. Design strategies included 1)
city rather than into the downtown
changing traffic patterns to increase the number of people flowing directly into the central area of
to do various activities such as
Forested
the downtown; 2) enhancing the streetscape and amenities for a safer and comfortable pedestrian
area
shopping, dining, and recreation.
Forested
environment; 3) connecting the downtown to the trails along the Cumberland River which could
There are several areas that need
area
Downtown
become a stronger attraction for tourism and education; and 4) providing multiple access points
attention to improve pedestrian
to the Cumberland River. Overall, the design proposal aimed to improve social and physical
safety because of speeding vehicles
connections between downtown Williamsburg, the campus, residential neighborhoods, and the
and existing road conditions.
Cumberland River.
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Goal : To revitalize Williamsburg as part of a strong network of corridor cities in Whitely County
Objectives :

1. Identify key areas of improvement for connectivity.
2. Propose new connections between residential areas to a recreational site near the downtown to
provide more physical and social activities.
3. Revitalize the existing natural recreational places to attract more local people and tourists.
4. Provide appropriate signage at proper locations to lead people to attractive destinations.
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BACKGROUND & METHODS

Whitley County is located in Southeastern
Kentucky where it’s natural features exhibit a cross
section of the Appalachian Region of Kentucky.
Williamsburg, the county seat, is located in central
Whitley County. Why Whitley, a group of concerned
volunteers represented by local leaders, volunteers
and residents who live and/or work in Whitley
County, reached out to partner with University of
Kentucky, Department of Landscape Architecture
to envision revitalizing Williamsburg, particularly
the downtown public spaces, to become the
heart of their community once again. The
community is also a partner in the Promise
Zone Downtown Revitalization program
FIRST
IMPRESSION
which was awarded an Appalachian Regional
Commission (ARC)’s Partnerships for Opportunity
and Workforce and Economic Revitalization
(POWER) initiative grant to address economic
development needs in distressed communities in
the Appalachian Region.
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Distant residential area to
the Downtown has less
opportunity to walk and
connect to others
because of lack of decent
walking infrastructure
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Distant residential area from downtown
Attracting places where people visit
Safety concerns
Significant nodes with issues
Potential connectivity nodes
Good view point
Potential people flow
Potential development area
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DESIGN DEVELOPMENT
DETAIL DESIGNS

DOWNTOWN OPPORTUNITIES

Make “One Burg” by bridging the community

This study envisioned a cohesive Williamsburg with a
revitalized central downtown as a place for social and
civic activities. The goal is to connect diverse people
Distant
Residential
from distant residential areas, historical residential
Areas
areas, and the University of the Cumberlands by
improving existing infrastructure and adding new
connections.
Green Area including public parks and
forested areas surrounding the city
Forested area considered as a good background view or untouched areas from developments

A considerable good view point

Half and one mile radius by walk
UC campus and some neighborhoods in
the northern side of city in walkable
distance within 10 minutes

Poten�al development area
along the Cumberland River including
the River walk

Distant Residen�al areas from Downtown
Mostly mul�-housing types

A�rac�ng places where people visit
diﬀerent size represen�ng how many people
are a�rac�ve by the sites, such as commercial
area, civic ins�tutes,parks, ﬁelds, oﬃces, and

Rail road represen�ng a separa�on
between the downtown and some residen�al
areas including UC campus : it would be an
poten�al connec�on for be�er connec�vity
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Adequate pedestrian
environment to access to the
Downtown and the Riverwalk
Proposed a new railroad
crosswalk (long-term plan)
to connect areas that
are disconnected by the
railroad

Multi-uses 1st street and gazebo with river view
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Existing good viewpoint
Levee tree free zone
Protected area by the levee
Existing Riverwalk
Potential natural Riverwalk
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Major road where people use
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Potential natural walking path
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RIVERWALK AND MAIN STREET DETAILED DESIGNS

d

Williamsburg was first known as Spring-Ford by Native Americans living near the Ford crossing on the
Cumberland River. The downtown is physically embraced by the river. The oldest state highway (US
25) also developed along the river and two bridges connect US 25 to downtown Williamsburg. The
downtown area is prone to flooding which is mitigated by a levee on the downtown side of the river
(City of Williamsburg, 2018). Local people consider the Cumberland River the foundation of their
history and a tremendous natural resource that they want to sustain for the next generation. The
existing Riverwalk on the downtown side has been developed on the levee and about 1,500 ft east
of the Community Center. The Dave Smith “Cap’n” Riverwalk on the other side of the Cumberland
River (US 25 side) was established on the old First Street area which includes a nature trail, kayaking
ramp, and a picnic area.

First Street could provide a better and safe connection
between residential areas to Downtown
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Williamsburg downtown district has two main routes, Main Street and Cumberland Avenue,
which are both one-way in opposite directions. Although the traffic counts for Cumberland
Avenue (average 4,500 daily) and Main Street (average 3,300 daily) are high, there are not that
many activities in downtown. Community members addressed concerns over speeding vehicles in
downtown, which is a common issue on Main Street and Cumberland Avenue. Converting traffic flow
from one-way to two-way helps slow traffic and boost the economy by directing a higher amount of
people into the area (Gayah, 2012). Therefore, this study proposed conversions of both Main Street
and Cumberland Avenue into two-way directional traffic flow with on-street parking. Along with
the change to traffic flow, we present changes to the pedestrian experience by adding wayfinding
systems to help direct pedestrians to destinations located throughout downtown.
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Safety concerns
1: Pedestrians, bike, or car accidents occurred o�en
near the UC campus
2: No sidewalk near library and car speed issue on Main
street
3: Heavy traﬃc issue in the neighborhood
Poten�al people ﬂow
it shows direc�ons and areas : toward
inside of the city means that could be
addressed by a various types of devel-

Historical district Residen�al areas
located to closed to the Downtown,
maintained sidewalks, landscapes well

The university of Cumberland's campus
area showing how close to the downtown and related to other main connec�ons
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:
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Section Main Street

CONCLUSION

Main Street

Sidewalk Gateway Signage

This design study proposed strategies to change traffic patterns to increase the visitation directly into
the central area of downtown. We also presented streetscape enhancements that include amenities
for a safer and comfortable pedestrian environment. Providing better pedestrian connectivity to
downtown Williamsburg can attract more activities both from visitors and community members,
especially with enhanced walkability. Additionally, “Brigin’ the Burg” connects the downtown to
the trails along the Cumberland River for stronger attraction for tourism and education while also
providing multiple access points to the Cumberland River. Overall, the design proposal aimed to
improve social and physical connections between downtown Williamsburg, the campus, residential
neighborhoods, and the Cumberland River while strengthening the historical heritage and social
connectivity.
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