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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

BACKGROUND

Process/
evaluation

Results

I composted a report using the sites v2 sustainability performance
rating analysis to analyze and compare two sites: Woodland park
and Wellington park. The goal was to discover which location was
more suitable and had more potential to be site certified.
Me and a partner were tasked with evaluating woodland park
using the sites scorecard while two other classmates were tasked
with evaluating wellington park.

I began my evaluation process by visiting the site and observing.
When scoring using the sites scorecard, each subsection has a
prerequisite in order to receive certain points, which maDE the
process very efficient AND SIMPLE.

After gathering information and filling out both sites scorecards
I began to generate a score for each site. The park that
generates the highest score Is considered to be more sustainable.
The scorecards showed that wellington park scored higher than
woodland park. Woodland park generated a score of 40, while
wellington park generated a score of 63. Whether it's the age
difference oR just THE overall thought process that went behind
each park, it's clear the designers of wellington had a much
more ecologically friendly approach to the design process in
comparison to those of woodland park.
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PURPOSE STATEMENT
La 223: design studio III was asked as a class to evaluate
eight different sites based off of the sites v2 sustainability
performance rating analysis throughout Lexington,
Kentucky. My partner and I were tasked with evaluating
and comparing woodland park and wellington park to see
which park was more sustainable.
According to American society of landscape architects,
"The Sustainable SITES Initiative is a set of comprehensive,
voluntary guidelines together with a rating system
that assesses the sustainable design, construction, and
maintenance of landscapes. It is used by landscape
architects, designers, engineers, architects, developers,
policy-makers, and others to guide land design and
development. The SITES v2 Rating System can apply to
projects a various scales, with or without buildings.
Project types include: open spaces, streetscapes,
commercial and educational / institutional campuses,
residential neighborhoods and yards, military, and more.
The SITES Rating System is produced by the Green Business
Certification Inc., which owns exclusive rights to the SITES
Rating System, its publications and trademarks. The
material on which the SITES Rating System is based was
developed through a collaborative, interdisciplinary
effort of the American Society of Landscape Architects
(ASLA) Fund, The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center at The
University of Texas at Austin, and the United States Botanic
Garden" ( ASLA).
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Evaluation

Table 1 Shows the
SITES v2
Scorecard used
for the site
evaluation of
Woodland Park
and Wellington
Park.

table 1
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site description - woodland park
Woodland park
lies in the heart
of the aylesford
neighborhood as
one of the oldest
parks in Lexington.
The 19-acre park
hosts a multitude of
different activities,
such as the aquatic
center, skatepark,
baseball field, and
numerous other
amenities. The park
also hosts the
local woodland
art fair, which
is renown among
locals. The park
originally belonged
to henry clay's
son-in-law, Mr. Irwin,
and then later
became the site of
the university of
Kentucky's college
of agriculture in
1865 (Wikipedia, 2018).

figure 1.1 context map of woodland park
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site description - wellington park
The 19-year-old
Wellington park
is considered
"another shining
jewel of Lexington's
park system"
(Lexington, KY Parks
& Recreation, 2018).
The park is 38 acres
consisting of a dog
park, two walking
trails, and the
Lexington women's
garden. The park
was once part of
an old farm site, in
which a cemetery,
dating back to the
1800's, still remains
on site. The park lies
at the intersection
of wellington way
and clays mill.
figure 1.2 context map of wellington park

8

WOODLAND PARK - site context

C1.6 LOCATE
PROJECTS WITHIN
4/4 EXISTING DEVELOPED
AREAS
Woodland park received 4 points for projects within existing
developed areas because the site was originally used by the
university of Kentucky.

C1.7 CONNECT TO

2/3 MULTI MODAL TRANSIT
NETWORKS

figure 2.1 PATHWAY MERGING WITH PUBLIC SIDEWALK
AT WOODLAND PARK

Woodland park received 2 points for its connection to multiModal transit networks due to its strong connection to
pedestrian and bicycling networks, and its various entrances
from 4 different roads.
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WELLINGTON PARK - site context
C1.6 LOCATE
PROJECTS WITHIN
EXISTING DEVELOPED 0/4
AREAS

Wellington park received no points for projects within existing
developed areas because the site was once an active farmland.

C1.7 CONNECT TO
MULTI-MODAL TRANSIT
NETWORKS
figure 2.2 PATHWAY MERGING WITH PUBLIC SIDEWALK
AT WELLINGTON PARK

Wellington park received 4 points for its connection to multimodal transit networks because of its strong connection with
the pedestrian and bicycling network.

2/3
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WOODLAND PARK - water
C3.3 MANAGE
0/6 PRECIPITATION
BEYOND BASELINE
woodland park received 0 points for its management of water beyond the baseline due to
its lack of effort of improving aquatic ecosystems and lack of rain gardens.

0/6 c3.4 REDUCE

OUTDOOR WATER USE
Woodland park received 0 points for its reduction of water use on site. The only water
used on site is for the park's aquatic center.

C3.5 DESIGN
FUNCTIONAL
0/5 STORMWATER
FEATURES AS
AMENITIES
Woodland park received 0 points for its design of functional stormwater features as
amenities due to its lack of any stormwater features.

c3.6 RESTORE
0/6 AQUATIC
ECOSYSTEMS
Woodland park received 0 points for its restoration of aquatic ecosystems because there
were no previous aquatic ecosystems on the site.
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WELLINGTON PARK - water
C3.3 MANAGE
PRECIPITATION 6/6
BEYOND BASELINE
Wellington park received 6 points due to its stormwater quality and urban forestry
program field and streambed running through the site.

c3.4 REDUCE
OUTDOOR WATER USE 5/6
Wellington park received 5 points for its reduction of outdoor water use due to the stream
running throughout the site.

C3.5 DESIGN
FUNCTIONAL
STORMWATER 4/5
FEATURES AS
AMENITIES
Wellington park received 4 points for its design of stormwater features as amenities due to
its large stormwater quality program and stream running through the site.

c3.6 RESTORE
AQUATIC 6/6
ECOSYSTEMS
Wellington park received 6 points for its restoration of aquatic ecosystems due to its
upkeep and management of the streambed that flows through the site.

12

figure 3.1 rain garden at
woodland park

figure 3.2 aquatic center at woodland park
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figure 3.3 stream and
pathway at wellington
park

figure 3.4 "Reforest the bluegrass" no mow field
at wellington park
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WOODLAND PARK - soil & vegetation
c4.4 conserve
HEALTHY SOILS
5/6 AND APPROPRIATE
VEGETATION
Woodland park received 5 points for its conservation of the site's healthy soils and
appropriate vegetation, though it's hard to fully tell how much of the site was developed
beforehand, but the park has HAD minimal impact on the overall landscape.

C4.6: CONSERVE AND

6/6 USE NATIVE PLANTS

Woodland park received 6 points for its conservation and use of native plants due to the
majority of the site being made up of native plantings.

C4.7 CONSERVE AND
6/6 RESTORE NATIVE
PLANT COMMUNITIES
Woodland park received 6 points for the same reason as C4.6. it's hard to know how much
restoration went into the site as the park is over 40 years old and there is very little
information on the site beforehand.

4/4

C4.9: REDUCE URBAN
HEAT ISLAND EFFECTS
Woodland park received 4 points for its reduction of urban heat island effects due to
much of the site being shaded by vegetation.

C4.10 USE
VEGETATION TO
0/4 MINIMIZE BUILDING
ENERGY USE
Woodland park received no points due to its lack of vegetation to minimize building energy
use.
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WELLINGTON PARK - soil & vegetation
c4.4 conserve
HEALTHY SOILS
6/6
AND APPROPRIATE
VEGETATION
Wellington park received 6 points for its conservation of healthy soils and appropriate
vegetation due to its minimal impact on the once existing farmland.

C4.6: CONSERVE AND
USE NATIVE PLANTS 6/6
Wellington park received 6 points for its conservation and use of native plantings on site
due to much of the site being made up of native vegetation, such as the lexington women's
garden or the no mow fields throughout the park .

C4.7 CONSERVE AND
RESTORE NATIVE 6/6
PLANT COMMUNITIES
Wellington park received 6 points for its conservation and restoration of native plant
communities due to the original site being farmland and for the same reason as c4.6, most
of the site is native vegetation.

C4.9: REDUCE URBAN
4/4
HEAT ISLAND EFFECTS
Wellington park received 4 points for its reduction of urban heat island effects due to
much of the site being made up of vegetation, with sidewalks and a picnic area being the
only paved surfaces on the site.

C4.10 USE
VEGETATION TO
MINIMIZE BUILDING 0/4
ENERGY USE
Wellington park received no points for its use of vegetation to minimize building energy use
due to the site having no buildings requiring energy use.
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figure 4.1 KENTUCKY NATIVE TREE
WITH MARKER IN WOODLAND PARK

figure 4.2 KENTUCKY NATIVE GARDEN WITH
COMMEMORATIVE BENCH IN WOODLAND PARK
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figure 4.3 Lexington women's
recognition garden in
wellington park

figure 4.4 pathway lined with kentucky native
plants IN WELLINGTON PARK

18

WOODLAND PARK - materials &
seclection
C5.2 MAINTAIN
0/4 ON-SITE STRUCTURES
AND PAVING
Woodland park received no points for its maintenance of on-site structures
and paving because there are no records or evidence of the site before the
park was established.

C5.5 USED RECYCLED

0/4 CONTENT MATERIALS

woodland park recieved no points for it used recycled content materials on
site due to There being no signage or information posted regarding recycled
materials used on site.

C5.6 USE REGIONAL

0/5 MATERIALS

Woodland park received no points for it's use of regional materials due to
there being no major evidence of regional materials used on site.
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wellington PARK - materials &
seclection
C5.2 MAINTAIN
ON-SITE STRUCTURES 0/4
AND PAVING
Wellington park received no points for its maintenance of its existing
structures and paving due to the site originally being an old farmland and
there being no evidence of the existing structures in relation to the farmland.

C5.5 USED RECYCLED
0/4
CONTENT MATERIALS

Wellington park received no points for its usage of recycled content
materials due to there being no evidence of recycled materials being used on
the site.

C5.6 USE REGIONAL 0/5
MATERIALS

Wellington park received no points for its usage of regional materials due to
there being no evidence of major regional materials being used within the site.
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WOODLAND PARK - health & wellbeing
C6.1 PROTECT AND
MAINTAIN CULTURAL
0/3 AND HISTORICAL
PLACES
Woodland park received no points for its protection and maintenance of cultural and
historical places due to there being no cultural or historic places located on site.

C6.2 PROVIDE
OPTIMUM SITE
2/2 ACCESSIBILITY,
SAFETY, AND
WAYFINDING
Woodland park received 2 points by offering ample lighting at night, a usual presence of
law enforcement, and located in a good neighborhood. The site's topography also gives
you a good view of the entire site from almost every point, so wayfinding iis quite simple.

C6.3 PROMOTE

2/2 EQUITABLE SITE USE
Woodland park received 2 points for its promotion of equitable site use due to the multitude
of activities available at the park which accommodate people of all ages, such as the
aquatic center, skatepark, baseball field, and a multitude of other activities.

C6.4 SUPPORT

2/2 MENTAL RESTORATION
Woodland park received 2 points for its support of mental restoration due to it giving
visitors a plethora of options when entering the park; visitors can nature watch in peace
or socialize with other park goers while relaxing on a park bench.

C6.5 SUPPORT

2/2 PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
Woodland park received 2 points for its support of physical activity due to its access
to an aquatic center, skatepark, playground, baseball field, and walking paths that go
throughout the site.
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WOODLAND PARK - health & wellbeing
C6.6 SUPPORT
SOCIAL CONNECTION 2/2
Woodland park received 2 points for its support of social connection because not only
does it bring local park goers together but it also hosts a multitude of functions that
promote socialization such as the woodland art fair or Shakespeare in the park.

C6.7 PROVIDE
ON-SITE FOOD 0/4
PRODUCTION
Woodland park received no points for providing on-site food production due to the site
not growing any vegetable or edible nut and fruit bearing plants.

C6.8 REDUCE LIGHT
POLLUTION 0/4
Woodland park received no points for its reduction of light pollution due to the park
being fully lit all night.

C6.9 ENCOURAGE
0/4
FUEL EFFICIENT
Woodland park received no points for its encouragement of fuel efficient and multi-modal
transportation due the site offering nothing more than a permeable paved parking lot.

C6.10 MINIMIZE
EXPOSURE TO
0/2
ENVIRONMENTAL
TOBACCO SMOKE
Woodland park received no points for its minimalization of exposure to environmental
tobacco smoke due to it offering no signage regarding smoking.

C6.11 SUPPORT 3/3
LOCAL economy
Woodland park received 3 points for its support of the local economy due to its
employment of locals during the summer at the aquatic center, local groundskeepers, and
the various functions that run through the park during different times of the year.
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wellington park - health & wellbeing
C6.1 PROTECT AND
MAINTAIN CULTURAL
3/3 AND HISTORICAL
PLACES
Wellington park received 3 points for its protection and maintenance of cultural and
historical places due the small historic graveyard located that dates back to the early
1800's.

C6.2 PROVIDE
OPTIMUM SITE
2/2 ACCESSIBILITY,
SAFETY, AND
WAYFINDING
Wellington park received 2 points for providing optimum site accessibility, safety, and
wayfinding because of its multitude of signage and pathways located on site.

C6.3 PROMOTE

2/2 EQUITABLE SITE USE
Wellington park received 2 points for its promotion of equitable site use due to it giving
park goers a variety of activities to partake in, visitors can go to the dog park, walk
along the paths, or sit and nature watch.

C6.4 SUPPORT

2/2 MENTAL RESTORATION
Wellington park received 2 points for its support of mental restoration because of its
ability to distract from the fact that you're in-between two major intersections next new
circle road.

C6.5 SUPPORT

2/2 PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
Wellington park received 2 points for its support of physical activity due to its variety of
walking paths located on site.
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wellington park - health & wellbeing
C6.6 SUPPORT
SOCIAL CONNECTION 2/2
Wellington park received 2 points for its support of social connection due to the dog
park, which brings fellow dog owners together, and the walking paths, which bring local
park goers together.

C6.7 PROVIDE
ON-SITE FOOD 0/4
PRODUCTION
Wellington park received no points for its on-site food production due to it having no
vegetable, nut, or fruit bearing vegetation.

C6.8 REDUCE LIGHT
POLLUTION 4/4
Wellington park received 4 points for its reduction of light pollution due to the park
having no light structures.

C6.9 ENCOURAGE
0/4
FUEL EFFICIENT
Wellington park received no points for its encouragement of fuel efficient and multi-modal
transportation due to the site only having a paved parking lot.

C6.10 MINIMIZE
EXPOSURE TO
0/2
ENVIRONMENTAL
TOBACCO SMOKE
Wellington park received no points for its minimalization of exposure to environmental
tobacco smoke due to there being no signage acknowledging smoking on site.

C6.11 SUPPORT 0/3
LOCAL economy
Wellington park received no points for its support of local economy due to it not hosting
any significant events or offering any specialty jobs. .
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figure 5.1 BASEBALL FIELD
AT WOODLAND PARK

FIGURE 4.2 LANDSCAPE VIEW OF PLAYGROUND AND
SKATEPARK AT WOODLAND PARK
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FIGURE 4.3 CEMETARY AT
WELLINGTON PARK

FIGURE 4.4 DOG PARK AT WELLINGTON PARK
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conclusion

In conclusion, I used the sites performance
rating system to evaluate woodland park
and wellington park. Through this process
I found to my surprise that wellington park
scored more points than woodland park on
the sites performance rating scorecard.
WELLINGTON SCORED 60 POINTS, WHILE WOODLAND
PARK SCORED 40 POINTS. Due to wellington
park scoring greater than woodland, this
ultimately means that wellington park is
deemed more ecologically suitable than
woodland park.
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