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Complete Streets
Complete streets accommodate pedestrians, cyclists, 
vehicular traĸ  c and allow universal access. This allows 
for people of all ages and those with disabilites equal 
access. ImplemenƟ ng complete streets along main 
thoroughfares will increase greenery and improve 
aestheƟ cs and also make make it safer to use. Slower 
traĸ  c and limiƟ ng the amount of roadway crossed, 
allow for improved safety.

Poten  al Connec  ons to CGNHP
These conceptual plans highlight the connecƟ on needs 
between Boone Trace, Cumberland Gap NaƟ onal Histor-
ic Park, and downtown Middlesboro. There lacks a strong 
connecƟ on of these areas currently, so we felt this needed 
to be explored. Developing signs and creaƟ ng a welcoming 
entrance will off er opportunites for users to interact with 
the trails and discover the historic signifi cance of Boone 
Trace at the marked intersecƟ ons with the canal. Public 
open space behind the Shell staƟ on on US 25E and the 
space behind KFC have great potenƟ al for physical acƟ vity 
and drawing tourism into Middlesboro.

Figure 7: Residen  al Por  on Design

Figure 8:  Retail Por  on Design

Figure 9: Industrial Por  on Design

Figure 1: Conceptual Connec  ons into  
CGNHP

Figure 5: Meteor Park Design

Figure 6: Exis  ng Condi  ons of Meteor Park

Figure 4: Exisitng Condi  ons of Gateway

Figure 3: Gateway to Middlesboro Design

Gateway To Middlesboro
A scenic entrance into Middlesboro off ers the 
opportunity to draw people into the town. This 
can be achieved by creaƟ ng a focal point at 
the beginning of Cumberland Avenue. Visitors 
passing through 12th Street will be drawn in by 
this aƩ racƟ on.

Meteor Park
Transforming this vacant lot into a unique 
feature allows the opportunity to draw 
people into the city of Middlesboro. This 
will help to unite the community, all while 
providing new spaces for local business is 
one way to help the city prosper.

Figure 10: Context Map

Retail

Figure 2: Proposed Connec  on To CGNHP
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Connec  on into CGNHP
Here is a potenƟ al design for the 
connecƟ on into the park behind 
KFC. We felt this access point was 
strongly needed into the park to 
increase safety and comfort for 
pedestrians.
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Residen  al Por  on
This shows the implementaƟ on along the residenƟ al porƟ on 
of Cumberland Avenue.  The vehicular traĸ  c down is one 
lane in each direcƟ on. It also has provided bike lanes and 
a vegetated median. There will be breaks in the median to 
allow for turning at intersecaƟ ons. This decrease of travers-
able roadway will allow for increased safety.

Retail Por  on
This shows the implementaƟ on of the Retail porƟ on of 
Cumberland Avenue. Vehicular traĸ  c is down to one lane in 
each direcƟ on. The diff erence is that it will allow for angled 
street parking along the street.  Parking is a vital part for 
retail to be successful so keeping parking was a major con-
cern. Bike lanes are also implemented as well.

Industrial Por  on
This shows the implementaƟ on of the Industrial porƟ on of 
Cumberland Avenue. Vehicular traĸ  c is maintained at two 
lanes for each direcƟ on of traĸ  c. This is to help manage the 
heavy industrial trucks that will need access into areas. It 
sƟ ll provides the same comfort to pedestrians and cyclists 
just as the other porƟ ons do.
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Existing Sidewalks

Existing Hardscape Trails

Proposed Hardscape Trails

Legend

Hardscape Areas Relevant 
To The Canal Walk

Canal

The Middlesboro Canal, originally constructed in 1938, 
stretches 2.7 miles long, and serves as the city’s main 
drainage-way. Over Ɵ me, the Canal and the adjacent 
land have been converted to improve recreaƟ onal and 
interacƟ ve experiences. The porƟ on of the Canal that 
will be proposed for redevelopment will span from the 
intersecƟ on of 22nd Street and Cumberland Avenue to 
Hollywood Drive, where the proposed greenway meets the 
canal.  Based on the current condiƟ ons of the Canal and 
surrounding area, several issues will be addressed. The 
Canal Walk is not used oŌ en because it lacks excitement 
and intrigue to the ciƟ zens of Middlesboro. The Canal Walk 
serves a very limited purpose to the local community and 
surrounding areas. 

Entrance to the Canal Walk Op  on 1

ExisƟ ng Sidewalks

ExisƟ ng Hardscape Paths

Proposed Hardscape Paths

Main Trailheads

DesƟ naƟ on Points

Figure 6: Entrance to the Canal Walk Op  on 1 Plan

Figure 5:  Looking across the Bridge to Downtown

Figure 3: Hardscape Areas  (Image Source: Google Maps, 2014) Figure 4: Poten  al Trailheads and Des  na  on Points  (Image Source: Google Maps, 
2014)

Figure 2: Canal Walk Master Plan (Image Source: Google Maps, 2014)

Entrance to the Canal Walk OpƟ on 1 design idea focuses on public 
interacƟ on with the canal. The public green space off ers place for people 
to gather, with the bridge leading downtown through a pocket park. The 
bridge and stairs down to the canal should insure health safe play with the 
water. For events this site could be transformed to a pedestrian site.

Figure 5
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Figure 1: Middleboro (Canal Walk sec  on highlighted in red) (Map 
Source: Google Maps, 2014)

15th St Trailhead

15th St & Slibury Trailhead
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17th St & Ashbury Trailhead
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Sports Park

Figure 6: Cumberland Avenue Trail Connec  on Figure 8: Looking at the Grass Amphitheater

Daniel Boone Connec  on

Link

The Daniel Boone ConnecƟ on includes 
6 fi tness staƟ ons integrated along the 
outer edge of the site. Event space/
amphitheater is centralized in the 
design. This is the main focus of the site 
and can be used for concerts, fi tness 
classes and independent recreaƟ onal 
uses. There is a picnic area as well 
as horseshoe pits for users. Stream 
restoraƟ on and other acƟ viƟ es will 
also happen along the water as part of  
educaƟ onal funcƟ ons. 

The Link is a key part of the proposed master plan for 
the Canal Walk because it is the connecter between 
the downtown entrance and the rest of the canal. It 
features educaƟ onal areas such as a detenƟ on basin 
and wetlands, where visitors may be taught about 
water management pracƟ ces. Along with the aquaƟ c 
aspect of the site, there is a pavilion area and a large 
recreaƟ onal lawn which will be used for community 
events and leisure acƟ viƟ es. Before the connecƟ on is 
made to the “Sports Park”. There 
is a rest area for visitors that will feature  
informaƟ onal maps. 

The Sports Park is vital to the success of the Canal Walk 
and Middlesboro as a potenƟ al trail town. It combines 
various acƟ viƟ es that are appropriate for residents 
and tourists for all ages. Within the site you will fi nd 
fi tness staƟ ons, athleƟ c fi elds, public arboretum, and 
a trail/nature center that will inform vistors of places 
of exploraƟ on. See fi gure 6 for a detailed view of the 
Cumberland Avenue trail connecƟ on. 

Entrance to the Canal Walk Op  on 2

Figure 5: Plan View of the Sports Park  (Image Source: Google Maps, 2014) Figure 7: Plan View of the Daniel Boone Connec  on  (Image Source: Google Maps, 2014)

Figure 2: Entrance to the Canal Walk Op  on 2 Plan (Images Source: Google Maps, 2014)

Figure 1: Perspec  ve of the Canal and Walkway

Figure 3: Plan View of the Link  (Image Source: Google Maps, 2014)

Figure 1

Figure 4

Entrance to the Canal Walk OpƟ on 2 design idea is more focused 
on the canal’s current condiƟ on. The goal of this design is to reduce 
surface run off  by designing more vegetated areas around the 
canal. There is a green buff er zone which uses fi lters to clean the 
water and also fi ltrate as much as it could to lower the amount of 
surface water going into the canal. 

Figure 8

Figure 6
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Figure 4: View of the Trolley Pavillon and the Canal



G     ¦ Ù � � Äó�ù
M ® � � ½ � Ý � Ê Ù Ê ,  K � Ä ã ç � » ù

Middlesboro Greenway

Figure 9: Illustra  ve Plan for Wetland Area. (Imagery Source: Kentucky Geogra-
phy Network, 2014)

Figure 6: Conceptual Diagram for The Gateway and Educa  onal Park. Figure 7: Illustra  ve Plan for The Gateway and Educa  onal Park. (Imagery 
Source: Kentucky Geography Network, 2014)

Abstract 
The Middlesboro Greenway site is located north-west  of the city and follows the Yellow Creek.  In response to the 1936 and 
1938 Flood Control Act, the Army Corps of Engineers began a fl ood risk management project composed of a diversion channel, 
that spans a quarter  mile,  and a fi ve mile levee system along Yellow Creek.  The fl ood management project from 1938 diverts 
BenneƩ ’s Fork around the City of Middlesboro where it intersects with the Yellow Creek (Army Corps of Engineers, 2012).  The 
Greenway has great potenƟ al to be a recreaƟ onal corridor with a series of trails, parks, and opportuniƟ es to interact with the water.  
AddiƟ onally, restoraƟ on and revitalizaƟ on of the waterway is vital in order for the full potenƟ al of the project to be achieved.  

Wetlands

Gateway and Educa  onal Park

Figure 8: Conceptual Diagram for Wetland Area.

Figure 1: Illustra  ve Plan for Middlesboro Greenway. (Imagery Source: Kentucky 
Geography Network, 2014)
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Figure 2: Trailhead example throughout the Greenway.

Figure 3: Proposed stream rRestora  on at spillway (refer to Figure 1).

Figure 4: Proposed trail adjacent to Wetland Area (refer to Figure 1).

Figure 5: Proposed entryway to Greenway at Cumberland Avenue (refer to Figure 1).

y
Program Elements
• ConnecƟ on to Schools
• Learning Gardens
• EducaƟ onal Trail
• Outdoor Classroom

Program Elements
• Flood MiƟ gaƟ on
• Habitat CreaƟ on
• Water Quality 

Improvement

Reference:
Army Corps of Engineers. (2012, August). Middleboro Cumberland River Basin, KY [Fact Sheet]. Retrieved January 20, 2014 from h  p://www.lrn.usace.army.mil/Me-
dia/FactSheets/FactSheetAr  cleView/tabid/6992/Ar  cle/7413/middleboro-cumberland-river-basin-ky.aspx
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Figure 3: Illustra  ve Plan for North Park. (Imagery Source: Kentucky Geography 
Network, 2014)

Figure 2: Conceptual Diagram for North Park.
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North Park

Figure 1: Trail Connec  vity Map.  Addi  onal trails are proposed in connec  on with the Greenway.  Further trail connec  ons from the Greenway can be  er connect 
adjoining neighborhoods with areas of interest along the Greenway and downtown Middlesboro.  By promo  ng pedestrian ac  vity throughout the city, increased 
connec  vity could foster local businesses as well as improve overall health of the community. (Imagery Source: Kentucky Geography Network, 2014)
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Figure 5: Conceptual Diagram for the Spillway. Figure 6: Illustra  ve Plan for the Spillway. (Imagery Source: Kentucky Geography 
Network, 2014)
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Des  na  ons Adjacent to Greenway

Figure 4: Des  na  ons Map. Loca  ons of various des  na  on points and a  rac  ons for both residents and visitors and their rela  onship with the Greenway.  
Indicates poten  al access points to the Greenway in rela  on to exisi  ng origin and des  na  on points for people of Middlesboro. (Imagery Source: Kentucky 
Geography Network, 2014)
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Wayfi nding
Wayfi nding is the ability to use signage, landmarks, pathways, 
and ecological cues to aid visitors, who are visiƟ ng for the fi rst 
Ɵ me, with navigaƟ ng and improving the experience of a site 
without uncertainty. These cues should be well planned, clearly 
connected, and aestheƟ cally enjoyable; creaƟ ng an 
encouraging fi rst impression and a sense of security, comfort, 
and well-being. Successful wayfi nding involves memory and a 
learning process so that the informaƟ on given may be 
understood, organized, and remembered (Passini, 1992). 

Exis  ng Wayfi nding Elements and Condi  ons
There are many diff erent types of signs varying in color, size, and 
form in and around Middlesboro. Also, there is no 
consistency with the spelling of the city name, Middlesboro/
Middlesborough. A decent number of the exisƟ ng signs are in 
very rough condiƟ on whether they are rusty, dirty, chipped, van-
dalized, or bent (Figures 1 & 4). There are many areas along the 
potenƟ al Downtown, Greenway, and Canal Walk trails that need 
new wayfi nding elements that, currently, may not have any at all. 
Some areas are in need of larger signs while other signs are hid-
den behind thick vegetaƟ on. These signs need to be more visible 
all around so that visitors may be beƩ er directed around town 
and the surrounding trail systems.

Middlesboro Wayfi nding System

Exis  ng Signs

Figure 4: Inconsistent shapes, colors, forms, and size of signs in Middlesboro.Figure 2: Inconsistent naming of Boone Trace a  er Daniel Boone Visitor 
Center. Highlighted area shows how route goes through Middlesboro. (Map 
Source: h  p://www.nps.gov/cuga/planyourvisit/upload/CUGAmap2.pdf)

Figure 1: Exis  ng condi  ons of signs.

Figure 3: Trailhead sign loca  ons, entryway signage, and mile markers are located at major connec  ng points along the proposed trails of Downtown, the 
Greenway, and the Canal Walk. (Image Source: Kentucky Geography Network, 2014)

Figure 5: Poten  al wayfi nding around town. (Adapted from Adams, 2008; City of 
Madison, n.d.; Van Dam, 2011)

Figure 6: Poten  al sign designs for the Canal 
Walk, Greenway, and Downtown based on 
proposed design elements.
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