
THE LIVING SCHOOLYARD:
FROM PUDDLES TO POSSIBILITIES 
GOALS

PLANT PALETTE

SITE MASTER PLAN

A: BIOINFILTRATION  SWALE

AXONOMETRIC OF LOWER PLAYGROUND

B: BIOINFILTRATION  SWALE

D: OUTDOOR CLASSROOMC: SWALE ACCESS

TEAM #023

•	 CONNECT & EXPAND: The Living Schoolyard connects students at Lansdowne Elementary to nature through 
hands-on education, outdoor experiences, and improved access to green spaces & expand students’ understanding of 
ecological systems, including the water cycle and native plant communities, as well as the diversity of accessible outdoor 
experiences.

•	 ENRICH & ENGAGE: Through the careful integration of outdoor classroom spaces and educational signage, the 
Living Schoolyard will enrich students’ learning experiences and the quality of outdoor play, and engage their senses, 
bodies and minds in exploration, discovery and wonder.

•	 RESPOND & REFLECT: As a result of an intentional engagement process, the design for the Living Schoolyard will 
respond to the school community’s needs and reflect its creative ideas and unique identity. More than 80% of Lansdowne 
students are economically disadvantaged, and food insecurity is a pressing concern. Expanding the existing gardens and 
edible landscapes will provide students with meaningful experiences in planting, growing, harvesting, and understanding 
where their food comes from.

Plants To See... Plants To Thrive...

Muhly Grass 
Muhlenbergia capillaris

Weeping Willow
Salix babylonica

Paw Paw
Asimina triloba

Plum
Prunus domestica

Black Chokeberry
Aronia melanocarpa

Blue False Indigo
Baptisia australis

Little Bluestem
Schizachyrium scoparium

Tickseed 
Coreopsis spp.

Purple Cone Flower
Echinacea purpurea

Witch-alder
Fothergilla 

St. John’s Wort
Hypericum perforatum 

Buttonbush
Cephalanthus
occidentalis

Ninebark
Physocarpus opulifolius

Fox Sedge
Carex vulpincidea

Sweet Spire
Itea virginica

• Vegetable Garden
• Mixed-layer native plantings

• No-mow zone
• Green Roof
• Reforestation• Reforestation

• Existing Rain Garden
• Proposed Rain Garden
• Bio-infiltration Swale

Overcup Oak
Quercus lyrata

Redosier Dogwood
Cornus sericea

Stone Crop
Sedum rupestre

Wildwood 
Park
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SCALE  1” = 30’ N

•	 No-mow areas started 
•	 Small planting areas 
•	 Food forest trees 

planted

•	 More planting areas 
identified

•	 Seed mixes added to 
no-mow areas

•	 Shrubs mature

•	 Trees in food forest 
are producing 

•	 More biodiversity 
around the school
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Existing Trees

Inlet

Outlet

No-mow zones

Green Roof

Existing Rain Garden

Proposed Rain Garden

Reforestation

Bioinfiltration swale

Permeable Parking

Food Forest 

Amphitheater

Reading Room

Pre-K Playground

Green Houses/Vegetable 

Garden

Social Seating 

Outdoor Classroom

Painted Asphalt

Relocated Structures

Mixed-Layer Native 

Planting

Mowed grass
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